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from our knowledge of the same story as, narrated
in the Brdhmana portion of the Veda; therein, how-
ever, it was a formless voice that directed the boy to
the Palace of Death.
Nachiketas comforting the father and persuading
him to act up to the high ideals in which the true
Aryans ever walked in the past, the young boy left
his home and entered the Domain of Death, There
he arrived at the Portico of Death and the boy. had to
wait for three days and nights since Lord Death was
then 'out of station'.
At this juncture Chinmaya pauses to answer
some gross doubts raised by some of the hasty readers.
Some enquire, "how exactly could a mortal child
enter at will the World of Death?" Some others
ask, "did the child visit the Kingdom of Dharmaraja
in his physical body or in his subtle body?" The
absurd questions array themselves in the same uni-
form tone and to repeat them all would be to parade
too long a list of pithless doubts.
Such questions can suggest themselves only to
an unsympathetic head and heart. This is, after all,
a story, the main purport of which is not to discuss
how far mortals can, at will, travel into the Reatais of
the Dead, but it is meant to bring a great student of
life and a burning seeker of Truth to a master-mind,
Lord Death Himself. To wander away^frpm the
story into the labyrinth of such futile enquiries is to
miss the greater purpose, of the Upanishad* .